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Important 
Dates 

➔ Harmony Day - Monday 
23rd March

➔ School Movie Night - 
LUCA - Friday 27th March

➔ Final Icypole Friday (until 
Term 4) - Friday 27th 
March

➔ Year 5/6 Author incursion 
- Monday 1st April

➔ Year 5/6 Futsal 
competition (selected 
students) - Wednesday 
1st April

➔ Last day of Term 1 - 
Thursday 2nd April, 2:30 
dismissal

➔ Curriculum Day (no 
school for students) - 
Monday 20th April

➔ First Day for Term 2 for 
students - Tuesday 21st 
April 

➔ Year 5/6 Coonawarra 
Camp - Monday 4th May 
to Friday 8th May

We are already at the end of Week 8, which means 
there are only two weeks left of Term 1! Well done to all 
our students for how well they have carried themselves 
through this term. Starting a new year level or a new 
school can be daunting, but our students do seem very 
settled and secure that they belong right where they 
are in 2026.NAPLAN

A big thank you to our school community for 
supporting the smoothest possible delivery of 
NAPLAN assessments for our Year 3 and 5 
students, despite the nationwide technical 
dramas of day one. They have completed 
these assessments now, and have done a 
fantastic job with the technology and 
content demands of the assessments. We 
have been able to continue school 
operations with minimal disruptions and are 
grateful for all of your support!  Thank you to 
our teachers, especially Ms CL, Miss Munro 
and Ms Fowler, for facilitating these test.

As I always like to remind our children and 
their families, NAPLAN assessments are a 
useful tools for schools to evaluate and 
monitor our teaching and learning. For 
individuals, we must remember that it is a 
snapshot of your child’s performance on a 
particular day, and we know that your 
child’s interest, passions, talents and efforts 
extend well beyond what can be captured 
through NAPLAN assessments. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL
On Tuesday our GPS School Council for 2026 
met. Congratulations to the 2026 executive 
team who have all been re-elected into their 
positions held in 2025.

● President: Hannah Hamad (parent of 
Eva and Oscar)

● Vice President: Shaye Skiffington 
(parent of Frankie and Maeve)

● Secretary: Sarah Ashby (parent of 
Jack)

● Treasurer: Jeremy Rosen (parent of 
Leah and Tessa)

Thank you for everything you do for our 
school community.

HARMONY DAY
I can’t wait to see everyone at school on 
Monday dressed in orange and cultural dress. It 
is one of my favourite days of the school year, 
celebrating the rich cultures that make up our 
school community. We have some of our 
amazing parents coming in to teaching us 
about their culture - including food, dance, 
craft and stories. Some of our 5/6 students from 
International Club have also planned activities 
to run across the school.  Please make sure you 
have provided permission and payment on 
Compass.

MOVIE NIGHT
GPS MOVIE NIGHT UNDER THE STARS
FRIDAY 27 MARCH 2026
"LUCA"
Set up your seats on the oval and stock up on 
snacks from 6pm.
The movie will begin at dusk and runs for 90 
minutes.
Bring a picnic or enjoy the sausage sizzle and 
other movie treats for sale on the night.
Adult ticket $ 15.00
Kids ticket $ 10.00
Family ticket $ 45.00 (unlimited same family 
members)
Tickets via CompassTix
https://compasstix.com/e/ds5dcx2ppu

HOT CROSS BUNS
Get ready for Easter with freshly baked hot cross 
buns from Baker’s Delight – just $10 per 6-pack, 
available in three delicious flavours - Traditional, 
Apple & Cinnamon, Choc Chip.
All proceeds will support the P&F, helping fund 
future school events and projects.
Order:  https://compasstix.com/e/5d54kyvln3
Order due date: Wednesday 25 March, 10AM
Collection: Wednesday 1 April from the school

Buzz
March 20th 2026

https://compasstix.com/e/ds5dcx2ppu
https://compasstix.com/e/5d54kyvln3


Every Friday in Term One, the 5/6 cohort has been 
playing Interschool Sports against other schools in 
our local area. We’ve got six teams in total: two 
cricket teams, two volleyball teams and two tennis 
teams. It has been incredible so far! We’ve played 
St Josephs, Kew PS, Auburn PS and Hawthorn 
West. Everyone loved it! We haven’t got to play 
Kew East yet but when we do, we’re sure that it will 
be amazing. 

When we don’t have a competitive game against 
another school, we spend our Friday morning 
training with our team and working on teamwork 
skills. Interschool Sports is definitely something for 
students to look forward to for 5/6. But remember, 
Interschool Sports isn’t just about winning, it’s 
about having fun!
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Interschool Sports update
by Sully

Meet Gracia
by Elise and Sophia

In the last Buzz, we introduced you to Mr Zukier, the 
new 1/2Z teacher this year. This week, we want you 
to meet Miss Gracia, a new junior school Education 
Assistant. Gracia has been an amazing addition to 
our school in 2026. Last year she was here to help 
but her bubbly kind energy has meant she is now 
staying at GPS as a Education Support worker this 
year.
Miss Gracia is 28 years old
and she loves binge watching
TV and playing with her cat.
Her primary school teacher
back in the US helped her
and encouraged her in her
journey to become a teacher
aide. Her sister and her
amazing family have also
been a great support. Miss
Gracia's favourite sport is soccer and she enjoys 
watching FIFA. Even though it is hard to teach 
students or help them sometimes, she always 
perseveres and puts in her best effort and helps them 
anyway she can. If you see her in the school grounds, 
make sure you say hi (or ‘hola’ - she also speaks 
Spanish!) to her.

Art: Prep Self Portraits
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Fire Ed in Prep
Our Prep students enjoyed a special visit from firefighters 
from Fire Rescue Victoria. The firefighters spoke with the 
children about staying safe around fire and other hazards, 
and taught them the important safety message Stop, 
Drop and Roll. Students also practised crawling low to the 
ground as a way to move safely through smoke.

The visit was very exciting, especially when the children 
were able to take a close look at the fire truck and feel the 
strong spray of water from the fire hose.

Before leaving, the firefighters kindly shared some 
wonderful resources with the class. Each student received 
a comic book with helpful fire safety information, and an 
activity book. They also left a cardboard fire truck for all 
of us, which we enjoyed building together back in the 
classroom.

Year 4 Metaphors
by John and Alannah

"Us Grade 4s started with learning 
about differences between metaphors 
and similes, and then we drafted three 
metaphors and their literal meanings. 
We chose our best one and started to 
create our final copy for our 'Magical 
Metaphor' wall display!" - Alannah C

"A metaphor is a sentence that 
describes something through 
comparing, and it is figurative 
language! Don't use 'as, like or than' 
though, as then it would be a simile" - 
John D



So far this year, the 5/6 students have been learning about natural 
disasters such as bushfires, tsunamis, and volcanic eruptions. We 
explored how these powerful events occur and discussed ways to stay 
safe.

For our summative task, we became authors. Each student selected a 
type of natural disaster and created their own picture book. We 
followed a rubric to ensure our information was accurate and our 
stories were clear and engaging.

The highlight of the unit was when the 3/4 students came to visit. As 
they had not yet studied natural disasters, we had the opportunity to 
become the teachers. We read our books to them and shared our 
knowledge about how these events occur and how to be prepared.

It was a valuable unit that helped us understand the power of nature 
and the importance of sharing knowledge to support others.
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How the World 
Works—Natural Disaster 

Research, Year 5/6

Congratulations to our Year 3s and 5s on completing all four of their NAPLAN 
assessments over the past fortnight! Let’s hear what the Year 3 students had 
to say about it:

I was confident when I finished my tests. I thought they were easy. 

George

I loved the feeling of being nervous. I liked how after NAPLAN 

everyday, Mrs C-L would come in and say 'good job on NAPLAN'.

Abbey

I was often feeling nervous before the tests, but I loved the feeling of 

finishing them. I felt so proud of myself. During the tests I loved 

answering the questions. Even though I could have got them wrong, 

I'm still proud of myself. 

Leah

I was confident about NAPLAN. It was so strict, because everyone 

had to be silent. I felt so good about myself when I'd finished all of 

the tests. 

Zak B

Natural Disasters
by Myra

NAPLAN
by 3/4s



On Harmony Day we celebrate our culturally diverse community at GPS. It’s all about celebrating diversity, inclusiveness, and 

showing respect for all, all key parts of an IB education, and central to our school values.

The central message this year is “Culture connects us all!” Every year students cite it as one of their highlights. Our wonderful 

family and parent volunteers help to enrich student learning by sharing their language, traditions and culture.

What do students wear?

All students are encouraged to wear ORANGE on the day to demonstrate unity and mutual respect. This could be an orange 

T-shirt, shorts, hair ties, ribbons, socks, etc. Alternatively, students can wear cultural clothes/accessories for the day, as long 

as they are comfortable and can move around freely in them.

What is happening on the day? 

Throughout the day students will participate in a range of activities, including activities run by volunteer parents (see info 

below), a whole school art project and the ‘Around the world’ incursion.

Whole school assembly: 2:30pm in the Assembly Hall. All parents are welcome to attend.

What happens at the Assembly? 

During the assembly, the GPS Senior Choir will lead a performance of the whole school song. Then students will perform the 

cultural dance they learnt from their incursion earlier in the day for parents.

What do you need to do? 

Please ensure you have provided consent and payment via Compass. The total cost is $25 per child. 

How can the school community get involved? 

One of the things that makes Harmony Day so special at our school is the

community involvement. It is a day for us to celebrate our cultural diversity,

and the most authentic way to do this is through family volunteers.

Some of the activities we’ve had in the past include: 

● creating craft items that are used for big celebrations

● teaching students a cultural/traditional dances

● henna hand designs

● reading a well known story in your language (e.g. a fairytale in Spanish)

● reading famous poems or folktales and translating them for students

● showing students how to play a traditional game

● sharing with students an alphabet that’s different to English

● demonstrating how to prepare a traditional food. 

All volunteers will be required to have a current WWCC registered at our school office. Please see the timetable for the day. 

We greatly appreciate all our families who help to make our school community the inclusive, kind and open-minded place that 

it is!
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Harmony Day - this Monday!



Our Preps are now attending full 
weeks of school, and are getting 
stuck into their learning! 
Alongside our explicit teaching 
of maths and literacy, students 
also have the opportunity to 
learn through Discovery Time 
session in the Junior Hall. Our 
Preps had their first Discovery 
Time a couple of weeks ago and 
were so engaged with their 
learning! The activities were 
Elmer themed and focused on 
applied maths skills such as 
counting, subitising, measuring 
and fine motor development.

It was so lovely to see all the 
Prep children engaging so 
enthusiastically when tackling 
the different hands-on maths 
activities, working together to 
solve problems, applying skills, 
discussing ideas, and sharing 
materials.

They demonstrated that they 
are caring and principled 
learners by including others, 
taking turns and following the 
expectations of the shared 
learning space.
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Preps are amazing 
at Discovery Time



As part of our 'Who we are unit', 
with the Central idea 'Being 
balanced helps us to stay 
healthy', we have been reading 
many picture story books 
around the theme of a growth 
mindset and the power or 'yet'. 
Students brainstormed some 
statements. For example, 
instead of saying 'This is too 
hard' they can try 
thinking/swapping 'This may 
take some time'. 

After brainstorming statements 
they like, they have chosen their 
favourite growth mindset 
statements which were 
displayed in the classroom.

As part of our ‘Who we are unit’ with the Central idea, 
‘Being balanced helps us to stay healthy’, the Year 1/2 
classes had a ‘Ninja Warrior’ incursion at school, run by 
the company, ‘Proactivity’. Students went on three 
Inflatables (Netcrawl, Agility X Challenge & Climb 'N 
Slide) in a safe and challenging environment. This 
program aimed to support students with developing 
their teamwork, communication, coordination, focus 
and problem solving skills. Back in the classroom, 
students brainstormed together some words to describe 
their experience.
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1/2 Ninja Warrior incursionYear 1/2 Growth 
Mindsets
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On Wednesday the 17th of February, some of our students 
took part in the district swimming competition. It was a really 
exciting day, and everyone tried their best while representing 
our school.

I’m very proud of Ollie KP and myself for getting through to this 
and trying our best! It was really tough but we were both really 
happy to represent our school and challenge ourselves.

The competition was a great opportunity for students to 
represent Glenferrie and compete against other schools in our 
local area. The 3/4s and 5/6s who tried out and got in or didn’t 
did an amazing job on competing. It was also lots of fun and a 
great experience for everyone involved. 

A big thank you to Mrs Roberts and Mrs Sainty for helping 
organise the event and making the day run so smoothly.

Swimming update!
by Maggie

Ramadan
by Raiq and Syammakh

Neurodiversity Celebration Week
Glenferrie Primary staff and the Student Representative Council would like to wish our school 
community a happy Neurodiversity Celebration Week!

Neurodiversity Celebration Week is a worldwide initiative, held this year from March 16th–20th, that 
challenges stereotypes and misconceptions about neurological differences. It aims to transform how 
neurodivergent individuals are perceived and supported by providing the opportunity to recognise the many 
skills and talents of neurodivergent individuals!

To celebrate the many ‘weirdly wonderful’ (as described by Bea, our former school captain) ways our brains 
function, the SRC have chosen to run a ‘creative hair and hoodies’ day early next term, on Thursday 30th 
April. Students can choose to cover up their hair with a hoodie, or get completely creative, quirky and 
colourful - however they feel most comfortable!

Students are asked to please bring in a gold coin donation which will go to NeuroThrive Australia, a 
Melbourne-based organisation supporting autism, ADHD, and neurological wellbeing across Australia.

Ramadan is a special and important time 
for Muslims around the world, including 
here at Glenferrie Primary School. This 
year, Ramadan began around the evening 
of Tuesday, 17th of February and finished 
around Thursday, 19 March, but it always 
depends on the moon. During this month, 
Muslims were fasting from sunrise to 
sunset, which means we didn’t eat or drink 
during the day. It’s a time to focus on 
being kind, helping others, and thinking 
about people who are less fortunate. 
Families and friends often come together 
to break their fast at sunset with a meal 
called iftar. Ramadan is important because 
it teaches people to be patient, caring, and 
more connected to their beliefs and 
community. Happy Eid Al-Fitr to all those 
celebrating this weekend!

https://neurothrive.org.au/
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Wellbeing Hub Helpful Resources 
for Parents

Dear GPS Community,
I’m thrilled to be back teaching everyone about mental 
health and wellbeing through The Resilience Project. 
When schools and families speak the same language 
around mental health, our students will thrive. 
The Resilience Project have created a Family Hub to 
keep you in the loop and inspire wellbeing practises at 
home. They have created many resources that I will 
include in our Buzz but you can also access through 
the link in the resources list to the right. 
Together we can support and nurture our students’ 
mental health and wellbeing.

What’s been happening in the Wellbeing Room
Preps: Students have been learning how kindness 
makes our school community stronger. We can be 
kind by active listening and showing respect to the 
person talking.
1/2s: Last week, students learned how seeing others’ 
perspectives is important and a way to show kindness 
and empathy. Today, students practised laughing has 
a way to connect with others and bring joy into our 
bodies.
3/4s: This week students delved into gratitude and the 
positive benefits it has on our emotions and in our 
bodies. If we plant gratitude seeds in our minds, our 
bodies and hearts will feel happier.
5/6s: Students explored friendships and how to make 
new connections through gratitude. They identified the 
importance of friendships and what it means to be a 
good friend. Showing gratitude to our current and new 
friends is a way to build stronger relationships.

Quote from the Wellbeing Captains

Kindness is the answer to 
happiness.

At Home with the 
Resilience Project

Listen

Read

Watch

Digital Wellbeing 
for Families 

Webiner

The Resilience 
Project Family 

Hub

Podcast
You’ve Got 

This:
Bad Behaviour 
or a Sensory 

Need?

https://theresilienceproject-au.zoom.us/rec/play/WV_pHtkG8L2fa94c6bCZILv3BywVabBZyrCtsiojQxtIn2H-UBFA-a9d3CMtuvX_W2NEtM4TWhEIdcQ.oBGSqvYWcTIhfwa8?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject-au.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FRMiCavG2OA1flr8-R5m8GQNCkn3yXpICG06XBpZ-LU1eP47T_oIgRS1MSeJAQJ9X.O5_z0iDf_C7CCEKs
https://theresilienceproject-au.zoom.us/rec/play/WV_pHtkG8L2fa94c6bCZILv3BywVabBZyrCtsiojQxtIn2H-UBFA-a9d3CMtuvX_W2NEtM4TWhEIdcQ.oBGSqvYWcTIhfwa8?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject-au.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FRMiCavG2OA1flr8-R5m8GQNCkn3yXpICG06XBpZ-LU1eP47T_oIgRS1MSeJAQJ9X.O5_z0iDf_C7CCEKs
https://theresilienceproject-au.zoom.us/rec/play/WV_pHtkG8L2fa94c6bCZILv3BywVabBZyrCtsiojQxtIn2H-UBFA-a9d3CMtuvX_W2NEtM4TWhEIdcQ.oBGSqvYWcTIhfwa8?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject-au.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FRMiCavG2OA1flr8-R5m8GQNCkn3yXpICG06XBpZ-LU1eP47T_oIgRS1MSeJAQJ9X.O5_z0iDf_C7CCEKs
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/family-hub-3/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/family-hub-3/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/family-hub-3/
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/season-2-episode-9-bad-behaviour-or-a-sensory-need/id1729998589?i=1000706459976
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/season-2-episode-9-bad-behaviour-or-a-sensory-need/id1729998589?i=1000706459976
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/season-2-episode-9-bad-behaviour-or-a-sensory-need/id1729998589?i=1000706459976
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/season-2-episode-9-bad-behaviour-or-a-sensory-need/id1729998589?i=1000706459976
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/season-2-episode-9-bad-behaviour-or-a-sensory-need/id1729998589?i=1000706459976
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