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Important 
Dates 

➔ Thursday 27th August - 
GPS Athletics Day

➔ Friday 28th August - GPS 
Choir visit to HEY

➔ Tuesday 1st September - 
District Athletics 
(selected students)

➔ Monday 7th September - 
Father’s Day morning

➔ Wednesday 9th 
September - Year 5/6 
Stalls

➔ Thursday 10th September 
- GPS Footy Day

➔ Friday 11th September - 
Year 5/6 Sovereign Hill 
excursion

➔ Friday 18th December - 
Last Day of Term 3 
(2:30pm finish)

➔ Monday 5th October - 
First day of Term 4

➔ Friday 23rd October - 
Taste of Glenferrie

➔ Monday 2nd November - 
Curriculum Day (no 
school for students)

➔ Tuesday 3rd November - 
Melbourne Cup Day 
(school closed)

It has been another busy and rewarding 
few weeks at Glenferrie Primary School, 
and there has certainly been plenty to 
celebrate across our school community!

Firstly, it was a delight to see how 
exhaustedly happy our Year 3/4 students 
were as they came home from school 
camp. Especially for our Year 3s, who for 
some children were experiencing their first 
time away from home, it was a real step 
outside of their comfort zones and we were 
thrilled to watch them rise to the challenge. 
Thank you especially to our parent s who 
gave up their time to join us on camp.

I am also having an enormous amount of 
fun taking on the role of the ‘Shark’ in our 
Year 5/6 Shark Tank business proposals! 
Over recent days, our Year 5/6 students 
have been bringing their business ideas to 
me, along with sample product, budgets, 
marketing plans, projections  and 
calculations of their break-even points in 
preparation for their upcoming stalls.

I have thoroughly enjoyed listening to their 
pitches, asking questions and deciding 
how much I would like to ‘invest’ in these 
businesses. The creativity, entrepreneurial 
thinking and enthusiasm they have 
demonstrated has been fantastic to see. I 
can’t wait to see all of these businesses 
thrive when the stalls open on September 
9th. I’m particularly excited to buy some of 
the home made frozen yoghurt. More 
information about this will be coming soon!

As you are aware, our Athletics Day, which 
was scheduled for today, was postponed 
due to the forecasted rain. We are looking 
forward to getting everyone together for 
Athletics Day on Thursday instead!

A very special thank you to our wonderful 
parent helpers for being so flexible and 
accommodating with the changes to the 
date. Your support makes these events 
possible, and we are incredibly grateful.

Last week, we sent home a printed 
document celebrating some wonderful 
achievements across Glenferrie Primary 
School. These results have also been 
included in this issue of the Buzz. The 
document shares our outstanding NAPLAN 
results for both Year 3 and Year 5, 
highlighting the strong learning growth and 
achievement of our students. It also 
celebrates the extremely positive feedback 
from both students and parents around 
student wellbeing, engagement and 
attitudes towards being at Glenferrie 
Primary School. These results are 
particularly important to us because they 
reflect not only how our students are 
progressing academically, but also how 
they feel about their school, their learning 
and their sense of belonging within our 
community.

We are incredibly proud of our decision to 
invest in a specialist Wellbeing program at 
Glenferrie Primary. Wellbeing as a 
specialist subject is a significant point of 
difference at GPS, providing dedicated 
time for students to develop the skills, 
language and strategies they need to 
support their physical, social and emotional 
wellbeing. There is no doubt that this 
investment has a positive impact on the 
health, happiness and confidence of our 
students.

As always, thank you to our students, our 
dedicated staff,  and supportive families 
who contribute every day to making 
Glenferrie Primary School such a positive 
place to come to every day.

Buzz
Tuesday August 25th 2026
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Book Day

Our Book Day was packed with fun and excitement! 
The morning assembly kicked off with a brilliant 
choir performance, the famous teacher act, and the 
announcement of the poster competition winners. 
Afterward, an incredible incursion by Perform 
Education left the whole school hyped up. We 
watched Shelly and Tom discover the true meaning 
of teamwork through books, finding something truly 
special along the way. Following recess, we were 
granted the opportunity to find out some of the new 
books coming to our library, which ranged from 
classics, mystery novels and award-winning picture 
books, all thanks to Fran from Escape Hatch Books. 
The whole school was then treated to delicious 
sausages provided by the PnF volunteers, before 
heading off to our own classes for each of the 
cohorts’ own special Book Day activities.
Thank you for reading!
by Myra and Mili CV

Reviews of the Teacher Performance!
by 5/6 English students

Our favourite part of Book Day was the teacher’s performance, 
because it had a good message. I thought that the performance was 
hilarious, because the costumes and lines spoken by the characters
were very funny, and I also think it is magnificent because I think the 

background pictures are beautiful. At the last part of the performance, 
Mrs Gurney (the Rainbow Fish) opened the treasure chest and found 

that she didn’t get anything special like gold or silver, but she did get a 
paper and it says ‘friendship’. It means that the most precious treasure is 

friendship. I think the teachers really did a great job and it was very 
entertaining, but I suggest that some of the teachers probably need a 

little bit of improvement to their acting skills.
By Maryam and Keqing

The book day’s assembly was fantastic. The teachers' performance was 
very interesting. The story was mostly about how the rainbow fish is 

finding the treasure, and all the clues are about being kind and friendly. 
We really liked the teachers’ performance, but one thing I think we can 

improve is the props, because there were only around five props. I think 
you need at least ten props. But one thing I think was very beautiful was 

the costumes. I like Patrick and SpongeBob the most. 
By Leo and Yixin



Our Book Day celebration this year was certainly a 

‘Symphony of Stories’! It was a great day with many 

fun and enjoyable activities.       

Once again, we purchased a wonderful selection of 

books for our school library, including some 

much-loved classics and engaging non-fiction titles. 

We were delighted again to welcome Fran from Escape 

Hatch Books, who shared the new books we have 

purchased for our Library, as well as some titles 

nominated in this year’s Book Week awards. 

Some students took the opportunity to add to their 

own collection at home, by purchasing some very 

popular books. 

Thank you also to the parents who purchased books to 

add to our school Library. We value your contributions 

and interest in the books we have for students to 

borrow. Your generous donations are greatly 

appreciated.  

MULTILINGUAL

BOOK

DONATIONS

WANTED! 

Our Library also has a collection of books in a range of 

different languages, particularly those spoken by our 

GPS families. While we have been working to expand 

this collection, we have found these books can be quite 

difficult to source. We would therefore like to invite 

families to donate books written in their home 

languages that would be suitable for students to enjoy 

and borrow from our school Library. If you are able to 

contribute, please leave your books at the school 

office.  Thank you for helping us continue to build a 

diverse and inclusive Library collection that reflects and 

celebrates our wonderful GPS community. 

Lorelle Caulfield-Lloyd 

Annika Karlsson 

Division Soccer
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Library Update

Well done to our Year 5/6 students who 
competed at Division soccer the other week. So 
many great games were played, and all of our 
students should be so proud of their 
performances!
In the end, the final results came down to goal 
difference, and our teams were unlucky not to 
make it through to the finals. It was a great 
lesson in resilience, and we are so proud of the 
way that our soccer players embodied our 
school values. Well done everyone!



Science Excursion to HEY
by Ned, Sully and Lucas
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Enrichment: Forensic 
Science by Victoria and Inaaya

On Tuesday the 18th of August, 14 enrichment science 
Year 5 students went to HEY kindergarten. We went 
out the back of the oval, past 7/11  up to the lights, 
back down and into HEY. At HEY, we were split into 
three different classes to teach. Based on the forensic 
science workshop we had already done, we did some 
work on the children’s fingerprints and identified 
whether they had either a whorl, loop, or arch type of 
fingerprint.

After we arrived, we split into three groups and went 
to three different rooms. We were allocated two to 
three kids and then we learnt their names. When we 
met our group we inked their fingers with an ink pad or 
textas, and printed it on a  piece of paper. Then we 
used a magnifying glass to compare and contrast their 
fingerprints to find out if they were arch, whorl, or 
loop fingerprints.

After we finished that, our second activity was  
reading books to them such as Zog, and Bluey. Everyone 
loved it and asked for more. When we had finished the 
book, we went outside for a play. It was so fun and I 
wish we could’ve stayed longer. It was extra special 
because a bunch of us went to HEY when we were little 
and the teachers were all so excited to see us.

On the 10th of August, some specially chosen year 5 students 
went to a STEAM  program to learn about forensic science. 
The session went for about two and a half hours on a zoom 
call.

The meeting was all about finding clues using DNA and 
forensic evidence. We were trying to find evidence to figure 
out a faux case in which a person suspected a teacher at the 
school who splashed paint all over the  classroom walls and 
windows for a prank competition (which went overboard.)

At the end of the experience, all of us agreed that we got a 
lot better at our forensic science than we were before. It was 
a great experience to engage in, which was very interactive. 
I think we have some future scientists among us!

We are really grateful to be chosen for this unique 
opportunity, and we would like to thank the teachers for 

selecting us and Ms Angus for organising the events.



August 2026 Page 5

Year 1/2 Community Inquiry

Year 5/6 update
by Hashvitha and Le Vy

Our Year 1/2s have been learning about 
community, and what makes a community. They 
have investigated our local area, visiting 
Hawthorn Town Hall and learning about other 
places in our local area, including their 
WoiWurrung language names (such as 
Birrarung, Kooyongkoot and Boorondara). 
Thank you to those who supported our visit to 
the Town Hall—we loved it and learnt a lot!

During this unit, the 1/2s used maps as well as 
their local knowledge to create their own 3D 
models of Glenferrie. It was great fun inviting the 
Year 3/4s and parents to come and have a look 
at the model villages. Yo-chi and Coles were 
well-recognised local destinations!

They’ve also been doing fantastic descriptive 
writing - using adjectives and their five senses to 
describe places that are special to them.

This term we have:
● 5/6 stalls on September 9th
● Sovereign Hills excursion September 11th 

Our stalls unit is awesome so far. We have/will persuaded Mrs Gurney to loan us money to fund our stalls. 
We have been drowned in financial calculations, which is stressing out a few of us. We have all sent our own 
letters to Mrs Gurney, as well as a group letter. At stalls, the whole school can visit and use their own 
money to buy products from 5/6s. After the end of day school bell rings, the GPS community can buy ⅚’s 
products and talk to the 5/6s about their experiences throughout the unit. We are all looking forward to 
stalls, especially the money part!

For our unit after stalls, we have the opportunity to learn about the gold rush. For the start of that unit, we 
are visiting Sovereign Hills. In Sovereign Hills, we can pan for real gold in the stream, explore underground 
mine tunnels and meet costumed villagers from the 1850s! It will be a great experience, really letting us time 
travel into the past! We will learn about how life was like, and how many people from different countries 
travelled to Melbourne just to try their luck at the gold rush. 
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Year 1/2 Community Inquiry (continued)
Some of the beautiful writing from our Year 1/2s. What are some special places in our community?
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3/4 Camp
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3/4 Camp (continued)

Our Year 3/4 English language group wrote 
about some of their favourite parts of camp. 
The giant swing and the delicious food were 
clearly stand outs!

My favourite thing was the flying fox. 
(Gracelynn)

My favourite activity was the giant swing, and 
also the flying fox. I liked these two activities 
because the giant swing was scary and cool, 
and I felt like I was falling from a building. 
(Eva)
My favourite thing at camp was the giant 
swing, because the top of the giant swing 
was 18 metres tall! I was a bit scared of the 
giant swing, but it was actually really fun. I 
really loved the food. It was really delicious. 
(Rosie)

My favorite part of camp was the giant swing 
because I was up high. But it was a bit scary 
when I was high up/ But then it was fun when 
in dropped. I loved the food at dinner 
because it was tender. (John)

My favourite thing at camp was riding the 
giant swing. When I tried the giant swing, it 
was kind of scar. But when in slows down a bit, 
then it’s not scary anymore! I loved when it 
was time for breakfast, because the food was 
so good! The food was sweet, crispy, and a 
bit salty. I felt nervous when I did the flying fox, 
because I needed to jump from a very high 
platform. It was more scary for me because I 
am scared of heights! It was scary when it was 
time for bed because I felt a bit homesick 
and I missed my parents. But it was fun! (Ina)
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Preps ‘Sharing the Planet’ WRITE A BOOK IN A DAY
by Hashvitha

The Year 6s had an awesome day on Tuesday 
the 4th of August! It was… Write a Book in a Day! 
Nine other chosen Year 6s and I stayed in the 
Italian room from 8am to 8pm, working on a 
narrative for the kids cancer project.

Some of the provided parameters, which is what 
we had to include in our book, was that we 
needed to include a tennis player, eagle and a 
scientist and it had to be set in a waterpark. While 
the issue was winning the lottery.

Our title was ‘Within the wall of Water Works,’ 
with Water Works being the name of the 
waterpark. Our story was about this tennis player 
called Jeremy Tennisé buying a potion to get 
better at tennis with his lottery money, and the 
problem kept arising after that. Our scientist

Mariah Frankenstein was the one who made the 
potion Tennisé had drunk.

The authors of a book in a day raised over $1200! 
That’s all to donate for the kids cancer project. 
We dedicate our book to all those children in 
hospitals across Australia, for all the children to 
enjoy! For those students in Year 5 and under in 
our school, this is something to look forward to 
when you’re in Year 6!

Our Preps have been inquiring into living things, what 
they need to survive, and how we can care for living 
things. Earlier this term, they had an exciting incursion 
from Wild Action where a number of very special 
visitors were safely introduced to the preps. There 
was a great sense of gentleness and responsibility as 
the preps bravely volunteered to touch and hold some 
of these beautiful visiting creatures, including the 
most enormous snake!

The Preps have been doing the most amazing work 
this term, creating labelled diagrams to identify 
features of living things, identifying and labelling their 
observable features and writing statements about 
them. They have been developing their understanding 
of how non-fiction texts provide factual information. 
We are so proud of their rapidly-developing literacy 
skills! 
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